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were   incomprehensible,   and   virtues   that   were
inconceivable to his contemporaries.    But his con-
temporaries were  able  enough to appreciate  his
sordid   exterior,  and   his   cruel   and   treacherous
spirit.    To the whole nobility of France he was a
fatal  and   unreasonable   phenomenon.    All   such
courts as that of Charles at Blois, or his friend
Rent's  in  Provence,   would  soon   be   made   im-
possible ; interference was the order of the day;
hunting was already abolished ; and who should
say what was to go next ?    Louis, in fact, must
have appeared to Charles primarily in the light of
a kill-joy.    I take it, when missionaries land in
South Sea Islands and lay strange embargo on
the simplest things in life, the islanders will not
be much more puzzled and irritated than Charles
of Orleans at the policy of the Eleventh Louis..
There was one thing, I seem to apprehend, that
had always particularly moved him ; and that was,
any proposal to punish a person of his acquaint-
ance.   No matter what treason he may have made
or meddled  with, an Alengon  or an Armagnac
was sure to find  Charles reappear from  private
life, and do his best to get him pardoned.    He
knew them quite well.     He   had made   rondels
with them.    They were charming people in every
way.    There   must   certainly   be   some   mistake,
Had not he himself made anti-national treaties